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PET CETERA

Some People Just Love Working On Pet Projects

By KRISTEN LEVINE
Tribune correspondent

Many pet lovers dream of
working with animals one day.
Some give up secure corporate
jobs to chase that dream.

After 15 years in the corpo-
rate telecom industry, Mary
Birrell was a frustrated, un-
fulfilled middle manager.

“I wasn't enjoying the work
anymore and felt like all I was
contributing to was a big com-
pany’s bottom line,” she says.

She loved dogs, and she
longed for a career that would
make a difference in people’s
lives. In 2003, Bimrell took a
leap of faith and bought a Bark
Busters Home Dog Training
franchise in Lutz. ;

“It was a perfect match for
me because the company’s
mission is to help dogs and

their owners with various be-

havior issues and to keep more
dogs in their homes instead of
giving them up [to shelters]
due to behavior,” she says. “It’s
the best job in the world for
mel”

People who work in a pet-
related field are happier than
most, says Richard Thompson,
founder of Zootoo.com and
former “top cat” (CEO) at Me-
ow Mix. “The pet industry is
one with a lot of emotion, a lot

of passion and a lot of growth. .

There are just a lot of people
that really, really love what
they're doing.”

Pets inspired Tera Hamby's

pet-related business. But sur-

Tera Hamby uses her ragdoll cats and chihuahuas as testers for

the treats she sells in gift baskets through her Internet business.

viving a serious illness provid-
ed the motivation.

“Before I started the busi-
ness, I always thought ofitasa
daydream job,” says Haimby,
owner of Pampered Paw Gifts
in Zephyrhills.

During her late 20s while
working as a property manag-
er in Brandon, she struggled
with bouts. of excruciating
pain that left her unable to
walk. She visited doctors for a
couple of years, seeking a
diagnosis.

“The doctors I saw assumed

1 was healthy because I was

young,” she says.

A co-worker referred her to
a specialist and, at 31, Hamby
was diagnosed with uterine
cancer, stage 1-B, endometri-
osis and adenomyosis.

“Laying there sick in a hos-
pital bed, I asked myself, If I
get through this, what do I
want to do with the rest of my
life?’

She had always dreamed of
starting her own pet business,
She had a reputation for pull-
ing together great gift baskets

for people, yet a huge heart for
animals, too — especially
those 'in need. She wanted to
create gift baskets that both
people and pets would love,
while generating enough in-
come to allow her to donate a
percentage of proceeds to pet

Tescues. :

Hamby even purchased a
domain name in 2004 for her
“someday job,” but she did
little more than dream about
the potential. “I would think
about how much fun it would
be, but then I'd push it out of
my head.”

Three years after her diag-
nosis, Hamby is cancer-free
and has lost 95 pounds —
putting her at a healthy weight
and -mind-set. She officially
launched Pampered Paw Gifts
online last year at www
.pamperedpawgifts.com.

. “Illness taught me to get
serious and to take chances.

- Don’t wait — that's for sure.”

Her gift line for dogs and
cats includes toys, treats,
birthday cakes, truffles and
even memorial gifts. Recently,
she created two baskets that
benefit the Florida boxer res-
cue group.

“The baskets are all inspired
by my customers’ special re-
quests,” Hamby says. “My
eyes tear up with joy when
e-mails, letters and pictures
come in from happy custom-
ers. It's such a reward and the
reason that I truly love what I
do.”

Write to pet-lifestyle expert Kris-
ten Levine at Fetching Communi-
cations, P.O. Box 222, Tarpon
Springs FL 34688; e-mail kristen
@feichingcommunications.com;
or fax to (727) 934-6451.



